CLANDESTINE HIGHER EDUCATION NETWORK
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Palestinian varsities defy Israel

8y GAIL RTZER in Ramalioh (West Bonk)

IN HOMES, mosques, churches,
high schools and alfices, thou-
sands of Palestinian students are
! seerefly continuing their upiver-
sity siudies in deflance of Israeli
authorities.

Frusirated by lsrael's closure
of all five uhiversities in the occe-

West Rask and Gaza Strip,

lestinian educators have sel up

a clandestine network for higher
education.

“We're nol making any gains.
We're simply trying fo minimise
the brulality of this collective
punishinent,” said Mr Alberl A
azarian, spokesman lor Bir
University near Ramatlah

“We are (rying Lo malntain ual-
versitics with struclure so thatl
they won'l wither away °

Isracl closed fout universitics
inthe West Bank. one in the Gaza
Stsip and East Jerusalems tech:
nlcal colleges on January 8 1988,

i b muonth after the outhreak of the

Palestinian nprising agalnst Is-
raeli occupation. now in ils Y6th

month. The Government said they
were_centres of antl-dsrachi vio-
ience,

The closure left 18,000 students
with an incomplete education.

Police said this month they had
uncovercd underground clasges in
Fast Jerusalem ron by three Pa-
iestinian untversilies and warned
high school principals (o stop the
univeestiy ciasses beld in Lheir
schools.

1 don't think we have to )wld
and stop leaching our studenls
we consider the cloging of the wni-
versities and schools & massaere
of education.” sad Mr Musa Dar-

wish, spokesman for Bethlehem
University.

I'rof Sa'eb Erakat, a political
science professor st Ap-Najah
University in Nablos, said several
teacheys and studenls were ac-
rested earlier this year while take
ing part ia classes at a boilding
owned by the Frieads of An-Na-
Jah University.

“I's a very dillicult lask to go
about education In such a man-
ner. Israel is the first nation ever
te use cducation as a means of
puniskment.” he said.

Bir Zeit expanded Hs wnder-
ground educatlon network this
month o include 200 professors
and more than 1.000 studenls, up
from 408 1ix sormal student body
ik 2,500

"Right now lor the first lime,
we are wying to teach students
whi 16 not chose Lo graduation,”
smd Mr Nabeel Kassis, vice:
presideat for academic affairs

He wacinterviewed off campms

in Bir Zeit's Board of Trusiees
buildiag in Ramsliah. the only on-
iversily building not closed down
by the atmy.

Some 150 sicdenls have gra-
duated since the oniversjly was
officisfly closed. About 250 siu-
dents graduated each year when
it was open.

Lectorers ingist they arc not
viplating Jsraeli orders by teach-
ing onlgide the university cam-
pluses.

Checkpoints

Mr Kassis said lectarers are
notl cnmtavrnlng sny direcl
orders “We're only doing regular
teaching in unusually difficult
rircumsiances.

“Whal we arc doing i regulat
teaching with strict conmrols We
do not contral bow they meet, but
we control the outeame.” Mr Kas-
sis said,

In the undergronnd edueation

network, studepis have more per-
sonal eontact with teachera,
classes are smaller and the mode
of instruction is closer to a tutor-

ial. Students have a grealer bur-
den of responsibilily sioee classes
meet lpss often.

Bul teachers apd students say
problems abound.

Universities do not have the
stall. money or Incillies lo teoch
their whole student body or Lo
take in new students.

Facully members are often un-
adle to reach students in distant
vmai Military curlews and
checkpolnts prevent students
from reaching their classes and
prefessors are {requently hard
pressed to {ind plares where they
can teach,

Students are deprived of wo-
dern facilities as they may nol
150 ON-CAMPUR UNIVersity labura
tories or librerics

University officials said musit
sludents had not paid teitino fees

during the uprising and aniverst-
ties had not paid faculty salaries,
which were provided mstead by
the Associatlon of Arab Universi-
ties via Jordar.

Prolessors and students say de-
fying ihe Israel] closure increases
their mottvation,

“{ think the academic Jevel has
been belter during the Intifada
{uprising) becatise students are
more motivated,” said Mr Majne
Abdet Fatlah, 24, head of Bir
Zeit's student councll.

"Now thc teachers are doing
more. They think it's a kind of
strupggle against a policy of
spreading ignoranca.”

The army appears to have
turned a bling eye to clandestine
universily classes in the West
Rank

“1 think they know that we are
teaching and they say they ave
sort of aveclooking What,” snid Mz
Gahi Barminki, vice-president of
fhir Zrit Reuter



